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R o t a r i a n s 

ROTARIANS 
STRIVE TO 
LIVE AND  

CONDUCT 
BUSINESS 

USING THESE  
GUIDELINES 

FFF   URURUR---WWWAYAYAY   TTTESTESTEST   
Is it the TRUTH? 
 

Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
 

Will it build GOODWILL and 
better FRIENDSHIPS? 
 

Will it be BENEFICIAL to all                   
concerned? 

  Upcoming Programs/Meetings 

  Upcoming Greeter Schedule 

  Area Rotary Meetings 
Nashville - Tuesday - Noon 
                      Cadillac Ranch 
Madison, FL - Wednesday - Noon 
                              E & J’s Restaurant 
Valdosta North - Tuesday - 12:15 p.m. 
                                   Conference Center 

Tifton - Tuesday & Wednesday - Noon 
                 Holiday Inn 
Quitman - Thursday - Noon 
                      Presbyterian Home 
Valdosta Sunrise - Thursday - 7:30 a.m. 
                                      Kinderlou - Ravine 

 

   Club Information 

  Check us out on the web!  www.valdostarotary.org 

For Rota-Reel corrections or comments please contact Kerry Morris 
at: kwmorris@valdostarotary.org or call 229.245.3828. 

Date Greeter 1 Greeter 2 

April 27 Casey Music Ivan Nikolov 

May 4 Tyrone O’Steen John Page 

May 11 Keven Parks Henry Parrish 

May 18 Suzannah Patterson Charles Powell 

Today’s Program 

April 27, 2011 

April 27 - CHOICES -   

   In August 2010, Keyara Hamilton and 
Allan Dear spoke to the club about the 
Valdosta - Lowndes County Chamber’s 
CHOICES program. CHOICES is a   
program that addresses two problems 
facing students today.  The program 
attacks dropout rates and how to accom-
plish goals to keep students in school.   
   The group then discussed how we 
Rotarians can get involved in this good 
program.  Our club was asked to join 
forces with Valdosta North and Valdosta     
Sunrise to bring the CHOICES program 
to our local schools. The Board ap-
proved the proposal and the clubs jointly 
applied for a Rotary District Simplified 
Grant. 
   The grant was approved and trainers 
are being trained.  Today we will have an 
update on the program and learn how 
we can all be involved with CHOICES. 

May 4 - GRSP Recap - Benjamin Ikaal 

May 11 - Interact & Rotaract Recap - Students 

h - Paul Harris Fellow       w - Will Watt Fellow      p - Club President      pp - Past President           Lead Dinner Supporter 

May 18 - TBA 



District Conference  

 

Club Service 
 

Rotary International 
 

Last Week’s Meeting 

Georgia Plant & Wildlife Rescue Rotary Clubs  Making Changes 

www.rotary.org 

   One year ago on April 20, 2010, our country experienced the largest oil spill in 
our nation’s history.  The Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico not 
only released close to five million barrels of oil, it also claimed the lives of 11 
workers, injured many more and had a major economic impact on the region. 
   The former manager of Reed Bingham State Park, Chet Powell was one of a 
select group of Georgians chosen to go to the Gulf and assist with the disaster 
recovery efforts.  Chet was on hand last week to talk about his experience and 
to tell us about the Georgia Plant and Wildlife Rescue Association.   
   The Georgia Plant and Wildlife Rescue Association was formed in response 
to the catastrophic oil spill that began with an oil-rig explosion in the Gulf of 
Mexico on April 20, 2010. It includes wildlife specialists who have the expertise 
to assist in the rescue of the thousands of birds, reptiles and mammals that 
were at risk of being ensnared and killed by the ever-growing oil slick that had 
the potential to eclipse the Exxon Valdez environmental disaster. The group is 
now poised to respond to future threats to the planet's wildlife. 

     When Rotarians in Walnut Creek, California, USA, found it difficult to attract young 
professionals to the area's morning and afternoon clubs, they set out to establish a 
new club that would accommodate busy, on-the-go schedules.   
   The Rotary Club of Diablo View (Walnut Creek), chartered in 2009, meets in a local 
brewery at 5:30 p.m. every Thursday. Club president Jennifer Beeman says the club 
sets aside time each week for socializing before turning to club business, and that the 
relaxed atmosphere appeals to younger members.    
   Beeman was only 24 years old when she became a charter member of the club, 
and she's now one of the youngest female club presidents in Rotary. The club has 26 
members, 90 percent of them between the ages of 25 and 40.  
   "Because we have younger members, our attitude is different. People have told us 
how refreshing it is to have young faces behind Rotary," Beeman says.   She says the 
club carries out many projects in the community so that members have an opportunity 
to do hands-on service. Every month, for instance, it plans an outdoor project, such as 
cleaning up nature trails. Younger Rotarians usually have more time than cash at their 
disposal, she says, so they tend to contribute by volunteering.  
   The club recruits new members through social media like Twitter and Facebook, 
and it has a mentoring program to help with retention. All new members are assigned 
a mentor, who spends extra time with them outside regular meetings.    
   "The modifications we've made have helped our club appeal to younger profession-
als and retain them," Beeman says. "They’ve created a high-energy club."   Beeman 
says clubs must be willing to make a few changes to attract younger members. Here 
are some examples of what other clubs are doing:  

Through a student membership initiative, the Rotary Club of Hope Island, 

Queensland, Australia, invites college-age students to meetings and subsidizes the 
cost to bring a youthful perspective to the club.  

The Rotary Club of Las Vegas, Nevada, USA, has created the 25 Club, a club-

within-a-club. The members hold additional meetings, sponsor regular social gather-
ings, and carry out a number of service projects. The inductees are generally young-
er, and after a year, they transition into the parent Rotary club.  

The Rotary Club of Crawley, Western Australia, Australia, started a mentoring 

program that helps new members transition into the club. The club’s average age is 
now in the 30s. 

The Rotary Club of Bricktown Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, USA, meets in a tav-

ern. First-time guests are treated to two free beverages, compliments of the club.   

The Rotary Club of South Metro Minneapolis Evenings, Minnesota, USA, meets 

in the evenings and lowers costs by not having meals. The third meeting of the month 
is a happy hour/networking event at different locations in the city. The fourth meeting 
is a volunteering opportunity. 

The planning committee has lined up several great speakers, as well as a band for entertainment 
on Friday night, club awards, silent auction, house of friendship, speech contest winners, intro-
ductions and greetings from GRSP students and GSE team members.  This is going to be a fun 
filled weekend for the whole family. To register online go to: www.rotarydistrict6920.net 

Adopt-A-Highway 

   It’s time again to fulfill our commitment to the Adopt-A-Highway trash pick-up 
program.  The Rotary Club of Valdosta intentionally selected a stretch of highway 
named after former Rotarian Tom Shelton.  When the program began, new mem-
bers and Interact students were paired with Rotarians during the day.  This gave the  
Rotarians and new members the opportunity to get to know one another as well as 
help the new members and students get to know more about our club.  Don’t miss 
this opportunity to do the same thing.   
 
WHAT:                  Adopt-A-Highway Trash Pick-Up 
WHEN:                  8 a.m., This Saturday, April 30 at 8:00 AM.  Anticipated end 

time is 10 a.m.  Those wanting to gather for breakfast will be 
meeting at 7:00 AM at the Gold Plate Restaurant. 

WHERE:                Meet at South Georgia Pecan (formerly Levi Strauss) on US 84 E  
DRESS:                 Very casual…actually, make that downright grungy! 
EQUIPMENT:        Bring good waterproof work gloves, as there will be some seri-

ously unhygienic materials to be touched.  Safety vests and trash 
bags will be provided. 

RAIN PLAN:          We will reschedule if it is raining 

  Attendance & Donations 

Attendance:  50 of 107 

Happy Dollars: $ 28.00 

Literacy Fund: $ 32.15 

Proposed New Member 
This is Published Notice No. 2 for the proposed membership of:  

Lauren Brawn 
    

   Lauren Brawn is the international student advisor at Valdosta State University.  She has 
visited our meetings a number of times.  Lauren has been proposed for membership in 
the Rotary Club of Valdosta by Rotarian Joyce Aigen.  

MAY 13-15, 2011 
Marriott Augusta Hotel and Suites 

Augusta, Georgia 

MAKE PLANS NOW TO ATTEND 

Members of the Diablo View 
Rotary Club donate their 

time by cleaning up the Iron 
Horse Trail in California. 

Photo courtesy Diablo View 
Rotary Club 


