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to research and learn about Rotary in
preparing a short speech; in doing
so, the students as well as all audi-
ence members receive an invaluable
review of the great service which is
Rotary.

THE FUTURE OF ROTARY
IS IN YOUR HANDS



New Member Spotlight

Meet Walt Moody

Walt Moody is a lifelong resident of the M
Valdosta area and owner of Moody Law Firm,
LLC. He is a 2005 graduate of Florida State
University College of Law and a member of - =
the state bars in Georgia and Florida. He is
also a member of the Valdosta Bar
Association, the Valdosta-Lowndes Chamber
of Commerce and the National Network of
Estate Planning Attorneys.

Before opening his law firm in May 2007, J
Walt worked as an analyst for James, Hoyer, Newcomer &
Smiljanich, P.A. in Tallahassee. He enjoys turkey hunting, dog
training and cooking in his spare time. We welcome Walt as a new
member of The Valdosta Rotary Club!

District News
Have You Purchased Y:
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it the

$25 per Ticket - Tickets for $100
GRAND PRIZE

HAWAII

SECOND PRIZE

BERMUDA

THIRD PRIZE

SAN FRANCISCO

FOURTH PRIZE

SANTA FE

Contact Club Secretary Barbara Knight or member
John Johnston to purchase.
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Program News

What is Interact?

Interact is Rotary International’s service club for young people ages
14 to 18. Interact clubs are sponsored by individual Rotary clubs, which
provide support and guidance, but they are self-governing and self-
supporting.

Club membership varies greatly. Clubs can be single gender or
mixed, large or small. They can draw from the student body of a single
school or from two or more schools in the same community. Interact
has a membership of over 250,000 youth in more than 11,000 clubs
worldwide. It's one of Rotary’s fastest growing programs. With clubs in
over 120 countries and geographical areas, Interact is truly an
international phenomenon.

Each year, Interact clubs complete at least two community service
projects, one of which furthers international understanding and good-
will. Through these efforts, Interactors develop a network of friendships
with local and overseas clubs and learn the importance of

e Developing leadership skills and personal integrity
o Demonstrating helpfulness and respect for others

e Understanding the value of individual responsibility and hard work
e Advancing international understanding and goodwiill

Interact’'s global youth network is dedicated to community and
international service. Every Interact club project, great or small, has a
lasting impact on society worldwide. Brazil, India, the Philippines, and
the United States boast the highest number of Interact clubs.
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Rl News

Rotary’s 105 Birthday

The first four Rotarians: (left to right) Gustavus Loehr, Silvester
Schiele, Hiram Shorey, and Paul Harris. Rotary Images .

During the first Rotary club meeting on 23 February 1905 in
Chicago, Paul Harris, Gustavus Loehr, Hiram Shorey, and Silvester
Schiele met to talk about their personal experiences. Harris then
unfolded his general plan for their club meetings.

This was the simple beginning of the world’s first service club, the
Rotary Club of Chicago. It was created because of Harris’ wish to
capture in a professional club the same friendly spirit he had felt in
the small towns of his youth. The Rotary name derived from the
early practice of rotating meetings among members’ offices.

Rotarians continue to take pride in their history. In honor of that first
club, Rotarians have preserved its original meeting place, Room
711 in Chicago’s Unity Building, by re-creating the office as it
existed in 1905. For several years, the Paul Harris 711 Club
maintained the room as a shrine for visiting Rotarians. In 1989,
when the building was scheduled to be demolished, the club
carefully dismantled the office and salvaged the interior, including
doors and radiators. In 1993, the RI Board of Directors set aside a
permanent home for the restored Room 711 at Rl World Headquar-
ters in the Chicago suburb of Evanston.

Today, more that 1.2 million Rotarians belong to over 32,000
Rotary clubs in more than 200 countries and geographical areas.

For more historical information about Rotary, visit the history
pages in the AboutUs section of www.rotary.org.



